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The EU operates 46 ‘agencies’, which are semi-autonomous and specialised bodies funded and controlled by the EU, with the objective of supporting the functioning of EU policies. There are also around 45 ‘programmes’, most of which (but not all) are funded and administered by the European Commission. Of these a considerable number are open to participation by Georgia as a partner under the Association Agreement, notably the 20 agencies and 19 programmes listed in Boxes 26.1 and 26.2. The text in bold indicates the agencies and programmes with which Georgia already has ongoing cooperation at different levels (projects, seminars, study visits, etc.).
	[bookmark: _Toc455391253]Box 26.1 EU agencies open to Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia*
European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA)
European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders (FRONTEX)
European Asylum Support Office (EASO)
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
European Defence Agency (EDA)
European Environment Agency (EEA)
European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA)
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (EUROFOUND)
European GNSS Agency (GSA)
European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE)
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA)
European Network and Information Security Agency (ENISA)
European Police College (CEPOL)
European Police Office (Europol)
European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS)
European Union’s Judicial Cooperation Unit (EUROJUST)
* Bold type denotes those agencies with which Georgia already has ongoing cooperation at different levels (projects, seminars, study visits, etc.).



	[bookmark: _Toc328841706][bookmark: _Toc455391254]Box 26.2 EU programmes open to Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia*
Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund
Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs (COSME)
Copernicus, European Earth Observation Programme
Creative Europe, Programme for the cultural and creative sectors
Customs 2020
Erasmus+
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund
European Statistical Programme
European Territorial Cooperation
European Union Civil Protection Mechanism
Fiscalis 2020 (tax administration support)
Galileo and EGNOS Programmes, Global satellite navigation system
Health for Growth 
Hercule III Anti-fraud Programme
Horizon 2020
Internal Security Fund
Life Programme
Environment and climate change
Pericles 2020, Programme for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting
SESAR JU, Air Traffic Management modernisation
* Bold type denotes those programmes with which Georgia already has ongoing cooperation at different levels (projects, seminars, study visits, etc.).


Such participation offers a useful means of in-depth integration of professional experts and administrative organisations with EU counterparts, and aids reform processes.
Membership in an agency requires negotiation of a specific international agreement, and a decision on the financial contribution of the partner. Cooperation with a programme is carried out on the basis of a protocol or Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), stating the details of participation. Participation in these EU agencies and programmes is subject to regular dialogue and review.
Membership of the agencies and inclusion in programmes gives full access to the infrastructure and governing bodies, but also involves costs. To ease the financial burden Georgia is able to pay up to 50% of membership fees from EU aid funds, in addition to which temporary rebates may be negotiated. The process of participating in various programmes can be extremely competitive, such as for research projects under Horizon 2020, but Georgian institutes will normally be joining consortia and counterparts in EU member states in these initiatives.
Georgia has ongoing cooperation at different levels (projects, participation in seminars, study visits, etc.) with the following agencies:
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). Cooperation between Georgia and the EASA reflects a shared interest in a high level of civil aviation safety and environmental compatibility. Within this framework several working groups are active, including the pan-European partnership group (EASA–PANEP). In 2011, Georgia and the EU started implementing a twinning project on harmonisation with EU norms of legislation and standards. In 2014, Georgia became the 40th member of the European Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation (EUROCONTROL), which will help the integration of Georgian air navigation systems into the European system.
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). The cooperation between Georgia and the EMSA seeks to ensure a high, uniform and effective level of maritime safety and security, and to prevent and respond to sea pollution. EMSA organises training seminars and supports analysis, research and other projects that envisage the protection of the environment, port control, vessel traffic management and state flag control. As a result, Georgia has considerably improved its education, training and certification of seafarers, and regained the EU recognition of certificates for Georgian seafarers that had been revoked in late 2010.
European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA). Georgia is in the process of developing frameworks to improve workplace health and safety and in this respect the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs has been largely supported by the EU-OSHA in providing expertise to improve occupational safety and health through sharing EU experience and improving risk assessment capacity. Cooperation with the EU-OSHA follows from the obligations in the Association Agreement to bring its legislation in this field in line with EU directives.
European Defence Agency (EDA). There is significant potential to cooperate between Georgia and EDA, although this has not yet been reflected in practice. The government is currently considering specific opportunities for mutually beneficial cooperation with the Agency.
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA). Georgia has cooperated with the EMCDDA since 2014. The MoU signed by the Ministry of Justice and the EMCDDA aims to help Georgia implement its commitments under the Association Agreement. By applying evidence-based, scientific practical methodologies, Georgia has considerably improved the collection and analysis of information. The parties will regularly exchange information on illegal trafficking of drugs and psychotropic substances, and on their production and use.
European Police College (CEPOL). Cooperation with the European Police College involves sharing experience and importing the best practices of advanced European training institutions. Bilateral cooperation agreement was signed between CEPOL and the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) of Georgia in 2011. Since 2013, the Ministry of Internal Affairs has been actively engaged in an exchange programme with the European Police College, which enables the ministry’s officials to visit the law enforcement agencies of partner states. The programme offers experience-sharing in the fields of illegal migration, human trafficking, cybercrime, organised crime and human rights.
European Union’s Judicial Cooperation Unit (EUROJUST). Since January 2015, Georgia has been officially included in the priority country list of EUROJUST, which triggers the process of concluding a cooperation agreement with EUROJUST.
European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders (FRONTEX). In 2013, FRONTEX and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia signed a cooperation plan for the period of 2013–15, providing for participation in training seminars and operations in various European countries. For 2014–17, FRONTEX implements a project on Integrated Border Management Capacity, which aims to improve the training capacity of border agencies in Georgia and all six Eastern Partnership states. The Common Integrated Risk Analysis Model methodology, developed by FRONTEX, has been translated into Georgian. Representatives of the MIA Migration Department participate in joint return operations and trainings organized by FRONTEX , in accordance with the EU-Georgia Readmission Agreement.
European Environment Agency (EEA). Cooperation between Georgia and the EEA has been underway since 2010 within the framework of the project on extending the Shared Environment Information System to the European Neighbourhood Policy Countries (SEIS). In 2015 this project was extended to 2016–20 (SEIS II EAST), and involves the sharing of best practices in analysing, storing and managing environmental information; enhancing capacity in data reporting mechanisms; and producing National State of the Environment Reports.
Of all the EU programmes, Georgia is most actively engaged in the Horizon 2020, the Erasmus+ (on which see the chapters on science and education respectively) and the new Creative Europe programmes. Creative Europe enables professionals and organisations in the cultural, artistic and creative sectors from Georgia to work throughout Europe, address new audiences and implement projects with European partners.

The EU agencies and programmes at a glance
There are extensive possibilities for inclusion in EU agencies and programmes, with the potential to develop institutional capabilities and advance reforms.
Georgia is taking up a considerable number of these possibilities, which relate to important aspects of Georgia’s modernisation and integration with Europe, for example health and safety standards, policing and justice, research, education and culture.
The EU offers financial assistance to contribute to the costs of participation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The European Training Foundation (ETF).  ETF helps Georgia in capacity development for stakeholders in the VET dialogue at national and sector levels.  As well as supports the EU delegation in its actions on employment and VET enforcement. 

European Centre for Prevention and Disease  Control (ECDC). During 2015-2016 Georgian epidemiologists and Public Health Practitioners have been participating as an external participants in the MediPIET training modules. 

European Police Office (Europol).  In April 2017, the Europol and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia signed the Agreement on Operational and Strategic Cooperation.  The Agreement aims to expand cooperation to combat serious and organised cross-border criminal activities.  The posting of the Georgian liaison officer to Europol will be possible after the conclusion of the s.c. ‘liaison agreement’ which is planned for 2018.







 

EU Civil Protection Mechanism.  DG ECHO and Emergency Management Service (EMS) of Georgia are in the final stage for the signature of an administrative arrangement with respect to disaster risk management cooperation. This arrangement provides the necessary framework for the various activities to be undertaken, including trainings, projects and peer reviews and brings Georgia closer to the UCPM.  
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